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faith and will to resist the repression
of the state, and thus replenish the
wellspring of human liberty for others.
He refused to bend, to abandon his
commitment to his Church, and his ex-
ample inspired millions of his country-
men to hold firm in their beliefs and to
their rights. When the Communists
took power, there were an estimated 3
million Roman Catholics in China. Ac-
cording to current Chinese government
statistics, there are now 4 million per-
sons registered with the official Catho-
lic Church. However, according to Chi-
na’s unofficial Catholic Church, for
whom Cardinal Kung was the greatest
symbol, the number of underground
Catholics has swelled to as many as 9-
10 million.

It is no secret that religious persecu-
tion in China, including of underground
Catholics, continues. It is my hope
that the spirit of Cardinal Kung will
endure and continue to inspire others
in China and around the world to fol-
low his courageous example. And that
one day there will be the complete reli-
gious freedom in China that Cardinal
Kung lived, worked, and prayed for.e

——————

AMADOR VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL IN
NATIONAL COMPETITION ON U.S.
CONSTITUTION

e Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, on
May 6-8, 2000, more than 1,200 students
from across the United States will be
in Washington, D.C. to compete in the
national finals of the We the People. . .
The Citizen and the Constitution pro-
gram. I am very proud to announce
that the class from Amador Valley
High School in Pleasanton will rep-
resent the State of California. These
young scholars have worked diligently
to reach the national finals. Through
their experience, they have gained a
deep knowledge and understanding of
the fundamental principles and values
of our constitutional democracy.

The We the People. . . The Citizen
and the Constitution program is the
most extensive educational program in
the country developed specifically to
educate young people about the Con-
stitution and the Bill of Rights. The
primary goal of the program is to pro-
mote civic competence and responsi-
bility among our nation’s elementary
and secondary students. Administered
by the Center for Civic Education, the
We the People. .. program has pro-
vided curricular material for more
than 26 million students nationwide.

The three-day national competition
is modeled after hearings in the U.S.
Congress. The students testify as con-
stitutional experts before a panel of
judges representing several regions of
the country and a variety of appro-
priate professional fields. Their testi-
mony is followed by a period of ques-
tioning by a simulated Congressional
committee. The judges probe students
for their depth of understanding and
ability to apply their constitutional
knowledge.

The class from Amador Valley High
School is currently conducting re-
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search and preparing for the upcoming
national competition in Washington. I
wish these young ‘‘constitutional ex-
perts’ the best of luck at the We the
People. . . national finals and contin-
ued success in their future endeavors.e

———

SIXTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
SHOOTING DEATH OF AARON
HALBERSTAM

e Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to extend my condolences to the
family of Aaron ‘‘Ari”’ Halberstam on
the sixth Hebrew calendar anniversary
of his death. On March 1, 1994, the 15
year old was shot and fatally wounded,
while driving in a van with fifteen
other students, on the on-ramp of the
Brooklyn Bridge returning home from
visiting the late Lubavitcher spiritual
leader Rabbi Menachem Mendel
Schneerson.

Although the shooter, Rashid Baz,
was convicted of murder and sentenced
to life in prison, there remains a ques-
tion of what motivated the attack.
Many New Yorkers have joined Ari’s
mother, Mrs. Devorah Halberstam, in
calling on the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, FBI, to reclassify this hateful
attack as an act of urban terrorism.
Last May, at the request of the New
York Congressional Delegation, the
FBI and the United States Attorney’s
Office agreed to review the case for
possible evidence of Federal crimes
such as terrorism, civil rights viola-
tions, and firearms violations. This in-
vestigation is ongoing.

We look forward to the swift conclu-
sion of the FBI and US Attorney’s re-
view in the hope it will bring peace of
mind to the family who has suffered so
greatly. Then, we shall hopefully, once
and for all, learn what motivated
Rashid Baz to commit such a senseless
act of violence.®

———

GRAND RAPIDS STATE OF THE
CITY

e Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, Ameri-
cans are fed up with the intolerable
levels of gun violence in this country.
This violence has seeped into our
homes, schools, churches and commu-
nity centers.

In cities and counties across the na-
tion, people are calling for common-
sense gun legislation. Mayor John
Logie, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, dedi-
cated his State of the City speech to
the issue of gun violence and its trau-
matic effect on children. He asks us to
take a new and different approach to
the problem, an approach focused on
protecting our children. Mayor Logie
suggests that there is ‘‘no greater
cause behind which we can all join,
than saving the lives of our young peo-
ple.” Major Logie is right: gun violence
can be reduced. I hope this Congress
can endorse his message and work to
protect our children from senseless
firearm injury and death.

I ask that the text of Mayor Logie’s
speech be printed in the RECORD.

March 30, 2000

The article follows:

STATE OF THE CITY

We are at the start of a new millennium, or
at least the start of a new year, and thanks
to the support of a majority of the voters in
each of the 80 of the City’s 100 precincts, for
me the start of a new 4-year term in office,
until December 31, 2003. Even though that
sounds like a long time off, if it is anything
like the last 8 years, it will disappear all too
quickly.

Last year in this speech I was able to talk
about the Common Good, about our accom-
plishments, and about the positive aspects of
our future. Sometimes, however, a series of
events occur, which make me feel that living
in a community like this one, if it can be
aroused and focused, it could provide leader-
ship to this region, this State, perhaps even
the country. So here is the topic I want to
talk about today. On December 7th in Fort
Gibson, Oklahoma, a 13-year-old seventh
grader named Seth Trickey emptied a 9-mil-
limeter semi-automatic pistol, resulting in
four of his classmates being shot. Sur-
rounded by 14 spent cartridges, he kept try-
ing to pull the trigger on the empty handgun
until the police arrived.

In Springfield, Oregon, 15-year-old Kip
Kinkel gave a report in science class about
how to make a bomb. Then in literature
class he read from his journal about thinking
about killings. No one did anything until he
later shot and killed his parents and two
classmates.

At Columbine High School, Eric Harris and
Dylon Klebold, used a saw-off shotgun, a
rifle, and a semi-automatic pistol, to slaugh-
ter 13 students and teachers. One of their
classmates, Patrick Ireland, recently fea-
tured in Life magazine’s Year in Pictures,
was shot twice in the head and once in the
foot. One bullet passed through the left
hemisphere of his brain, which controls lan-
guage, complex thinking, and the right side
of the body, causing massive damage. It’s
still in his brain—too risky to remove, and
he’s considered lucky, because he’s alive. Re-
cently a home-made videotape was released
in which Eric and Dylon talked about how
they hoped one day Hollywood directors
would fight for the right to tell their story,
but they said they couldn’t decide whether
Steven Spielberg or Quentin Tarantino
should direct the film. Their callousness is
unbelievable! They talk openly on the tape
about concocting their plan under the noses
of unsuspecting parents and friends. They
mention the time a clerk from Green Moun-
tain Guns called Harris’s home. His father
answered. ‘‘The clips are in,” the clerk said.
Wayne Harris told the clerk he hadn’t or-
dered any clips for a gun, but never asked
the clerk if he had the right phone number.

Barry Loukaitis, then 14, walked into his
Moses Lake, Washington Junior High
School, wearing a black trenchcoat and car-
rying a high-powered rifle. The coat also
concealed two fully stocked ammunition
belts around his chest and a hip holster car-
rying two low-caliber handguns, both owned
by his parents. Loukaitis burst into his Alge-
bra classroom and began spraying bullets. He
shot first at a popular boy who had taunted
him, and then two other students and a
teacher. When it was over, using a line from
a novel, he said, ‘‘Sure beats Algebra, doesn’t
it?”’. All but one of the students died.

In Bethel, Alaska, a 16-year-old used a 12-
gauge shotgun to kill his principal and a
classmate. In Pearl, Mississippi; West Padu-
cah, Kentucky; Jonesboro, Arkansas; Spring-
field, Oregon; and Conyors, Georgia, this ter-
rifying scene keeps reoccurring with star-
tling similarity and frightening regularity.
And of course, here in Michigan we have Na-
thaniel Abraham, a convicted murderer at
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